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Our Father’s Occupation 


Dear Sister; 

As Christians our first thought at the 
beginning of the day should run to our Maker 
for His goodness in giving us another day. 
From then on, we must proceed with caution 
to keep “Our Father’s Occupation” upper- 
most in mind. We can get so engrossed in 
what we are doing that the duties may 
monopolize too much of our valuable time. 
Yet if wise—having taking a moment’s rest at 
the feet of our Lord to alert our senses fully, 
even in the midst of performing the tasks 
assigned to us—we can be sure to answer 
patiently, to lend a hand or even drop a task 
to show our neighbor the right way. 

South Amboy, N. J. L. M. K. 


Growing Spiritually 


Dear Friends; 

We are surely growing, spiritually speaking. 
Our friends and neighbors shun us and call 
us “funny.” We are working hard now, very 
seriously, on our conduct, manners and 
speech. 

Our son, is adjusting very nicely to this 
kind of life and we all are very proud of 
him. He said he would rather study Bible 
verses than play and by his conduct, can 
say that he surely does. 

The minute I realized I had the truth (it 
took a lot of convincing). I shut myself off 
from all worldly music, T. V. and foolish talk- 
ing. I wanted to absorb this truth and let my 
faith grow. 

Indeed, faith in God is so very precious 
to us, more precious than all our former 
possessions. It is built upon God’s Word that 
shines forth beautiful and genuine. But our 
faith must stimulate action. Faith without 
works is dead. We must always guard our 
faith, keep it well fed by reading, studying 
and thinking of things divine. 

We must make ourselves worthy of it— 
realizing He has given us the greatest gift of 
all! 


Canastota, N. Y. Mrs. R. C. J. 


God First 


Dear Maranatha Sister: 
We cannot let the trivial things of this life 
bar us from entering the kingdom, we must 
put God first in our daily lives, it is the little 
petty things that cause us to stumble so often, 
just little thoughts or ways of our own that 
look right in our own eyes but are actually 
sin in God’s sight, and sin is sin no matter 
how small; it may look too small to us to be 
noticed but that is when we really need to 
be on our guard and learn to recognize their 
danger. 
Selma, Iowa 


Mrs. V. T. 
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Christ’s Letters To The Seven Churches 


John on the Isle of Patmos, and preserved and handed 

down in its ancient purity, is as much a “revelation” 
to us today, as it was to those living at the time it was 
given. 

No part of Jesus’ teaching when upon earth carries a 
deeper lesson for us than His messages to the Seven 
Churches in Asia, as recorded in the second and third 
chapters of Revelation. We understand, of course, that 
these seven churches whose names are specifically men- 
tioned were not the only ones to whom these important 
messages were addressed. Seven being a sacred or repre- 
sentative number, it covers all who form a part of the 
church of God, including the “feet” of the body of Christ, 
we who are living down in the “cool” of the day of sal- 
vation, just prior to Jesus’ second appearing. 

The crux of the message to the church at Ephesus 
“thou hast left thy first love” (Rev. 2: 1—7), is a fitting 
example of what has befallen many who have started in 
the way—and a danger that each of us must guard 
against constantly. 

Let us analyze carefully the reading of verses 2 and 3: 
“IT know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and 
how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou 
hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, 
and hast found them liars: and hast borne, and hast 
patience, and for my name’s sake hast labored, and hast 
not fainted.” At first thought one would be inclined to 
say, any person possessing all the good qualities enumer- 
ated here should certainly be just about perfect, just 
about ready for a hearty welcome into the Kingdom of 
God. Let us see! There was still a greater test than 
laboring, having patience, not caring for the company 
of those who are evil, and trying those who say they are 
disciples when they are not and finding them liars; and 
what do you suppose that was? It was something that 
caused them to lose their first love, the zeal they had when 
the sound of Truth first greeted their ears; it was to be 
tried themselves, to be told of their own shortcomings. 


Ji MESSAGE sent by the hand of an angel to 


The Test of Our First Love 


It is one thing to try someone else, to point out to others 
where they have failed, but quite another to be told of our 
own faults. You remember what the evil one, represented 
as “Satan” in Job’s parable, said to God, “Touch his flesh, 
and he will curse thee.” Too often this statement has 
proved true. 

Paul experienced this same result after he had told the 
Galatian brethren of their faults. He said, ““Where is then 
the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear you record, that, 
if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out your 
own eyes, and have given them to me. Am I therefore 
become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?” (Gal. 
4: 15, 16). In the burning flame of their first love, when 
the saving gospel was new and yet a wonder to them, they 
received him as an angel from heaven, and had it been 
possible they would have plucked out their very eyes and 
given them to him—but they had lost that zeal—their 
first love. And what brought about this remarkable 


change? “Am I therefore become your enemy, because I 
tell you the truth?” 

And again in II Cor. 12: 15 Paul alludes to a similar 
experience “the more abundantly I love you [by telling 
you of your faults], the less I be loved.” And let us be 
on our guard lest we leave our first love! 

The experience of the true church of these last days 
has differed little from the experiences of Paul and Jesus 
and all of God’s leaders throughout the ages. Those who 
have fallen away have not done so because they could 
not agree with all of the doctrinal truth. To agree with 
the fundamental teachings regarding God’s plan for the 
earth and mankind, would have been easy, had it not 
carried with it the demand for a complete change of life, 
a surrender to God of the entire will. 

And as to practical Christianity, to the necessity of their 
being told of their faults, of the times they had become 
impatient, and had spoken harsh words to another; 
when they had been proud and refused to confess their 
faults; when they were jealous of someone whom they 
thought had been preferred above them, or were envious 
of others; it was then the first love they had for Truth 
began to wane. 


A Prophet’s Condemning Parable 


An exemplification of this perverse human tendency 
is found in the life of King David. The king of Israel 
had allowed lust to conceive and lead him into iniquity 
of the deepest dye (the narrative is recorded in II Samuel 
11). Then in order to conceal the foul deed he deliberately 
planned the murder of a member of his armed forces by 
ordering that he be placed at the forefront of the battle. 
The plan worked, and Uriah the Hittite was listed as 
“killed in action.” When informed of the success of his 
plan the king dismissed the whole affair by returning 
word to the captain of his host, “Let not this thing 
displease thee, for the sword devoureth one as well as 
another.” Most certainly he must have felt condemned 
at heart, yet he put on a bold front, concealing his guilt 
behind a benign outward appearance, saying smugly to 
himself, ‘I shall not be detected.” 

Surely a man of his caliber and experience knew better 
than to believe it possible for him to conceal his guilt 
from the all-seeing eye of the God of his fathers, that his 
sin would not find him out, yet his desire to appear right- 
eous before men led him to make the attempt, which of 
course, failed miserably. We relate this incident here 
because of its relation to the thought under consideration. 
It is so much easier to detect and condemn another’s 
guilt than our own, as the conclusion of the narrative 
demonstrates forcefully. 

The prophet Nathan was sent by the Lord to reprove 
King David for his transgression. He approached the 
king and in an allegory complained of a wealthy man 
who, possessing flocks and herds in abundance, had 
seized upon and slaughtered his peasant neighbor’s only 
ewe lamb to prepare a meal for a traveler who had 
called at his home. Without a moment’s hesitation the 
king answered, “As the Lord liveth, the man that hath 
done this thing shall surely die!’ and yet he knew within 
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himself that a thousandfold worse sin lay at his own door. 
The prophet then quickly tore away the false front behind 
which the king had been hiding, with the sudden retort, 
“Thou art the man.” 

We should draw a deep lesson from this incident. We 
are quick to condemn King David for his sensuality, and 
for his stupidity in attempting to cover his guilt by 
daubing it with “‘untempered mortar” while he added “sin 
to sin,” but what of ourselves? Who among us can testify 
we have not been guilty of like transgression? Let us 
search our own hearts critically to see if we are not in 
some degree guilty of the sin of “covering up,” of 
attempting to live behind a false front and appear what 
we are not, forgetting that God knows our works. ‘He 
that covereth his sins shall not prosper,” said the writer 
of Proverbs (28: 13), “but whoso confesseth and for- 
saketh them shall have mercy.” 

Then Rey. 2: 5 continues: “Remember therefore from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first 
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will 
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou 
repent ... He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst 
of the paradise of God” (vy. 7). Would we escape the 
remorse of condemnation when arraigned before the 
great Judge? would we remain a lampstand bearing a 
light that will shine on through eternity, and eat of the 
tree of life that is in the midst of the paradise of God? 
Then let us remember from whence we are fallen and do 
the first works! 


The Message to the Church at Smyrna 


“And unto the angel of the church at Smyrna write; 
These things saith the first and the last, which was dead 
and is alive; | know thy works, and tribulation, and 
poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of 
them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the 
synagogue of Setan” (Rey. 2: 8, 9). To the poor church 
at Smyrna the Spirit wrote: “I know thy poverty, but 
thou art rich.” There is a poverty of wealth, and a wealth 
of poverty. This church had the wealth of poverty, poor 
in purse, but rich in grace. Its treasures were in heaven, 
and best of all the living Christ was with them. 

The city of Smyrna, whose Turkish name is Izmar, is 
a very ancient town. It has been destroyed by earthquake 
and sacked by hostile armies. It has been inhabited by 
people of various national and racial strains. There were 
many Jews in the city when Christianity was established 
there; some of them accepted it and became its ardent 
advocates, while others rejected it and became its very 
bitter foes. 

Tribulation, or persecution, and poverty were the chief 
trials of the Christians at Smyrna, but they were also the 
common lot of most Christian churches of this and a later 
period. In view of the competition between synagogue and 
church, coupled with the Christian’s claim that they were 
the true Israel, it is not surprising that the Jews at 
Smyrna and elsewhere in the empire displayed hostility 
toward the Christians, slandering them and assisting 
their persecutors. It is for this reason that Jesus said: 
“T know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, 
and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.” 

He then added: ‘Fear none of those things which thou 
shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into 
prison”—wicked men were the devil that cast some of 


them into prison—‘that ye may be tried; and ye shall 
have tribulation ten days: but be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life’ (v. 10). Jesus never 
failed to picture the reward. 

Jesus said, “Do not fear.” There is something particu- 
larly shattering and disintegrating about fear. As the 
clouds, dark and black, descended upon the church at 
Smyrna, the great command came: Do not fear! “Fear 
not” is one of the most characteristic sentences to be found 
in Holy Writ. John envisaged that some may suffer 
martyrdom, for he exhorts them to be faithful unto 
death. If they are loyal and true, they will be given the 
crown of life, a sign, not only of their final victory, but 
also of the eternal blessedness that awaits them. 


The Message to the Church at Pergamos 


“And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; 
These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with 
two edges; I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, 
even where Satan’s seat is: and thou holdest fast my 
name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days 
wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain 
among you, where Satan dwelleth” (vs. 12, 13). 

It has been said that for fifty years Pergamos was the 
flower of Hellenic civilization. Here something came from 
everywhere, and these things were mixed together all too 
often without much criticism. The name Balaam had 
come to associate itself with the attempt to mix the purer 
life of Isracl with paganism. And when Pergamos became 
the center of the imperial Roman cult the danger became 
the greater. The Christians were attempting to establish 
the throne of God in a place which, too, had something 
like the throne of Satan. The conflict was fierce, and 
already there had been Christian martyrs. The attempt 
to combine things which do not belong together is a 
besetting sin of professed Christians who are not particu- 
lar to keep separate and apart from the world. Sharp 
discrimination was and is the Christian requirement. 

The pastor of this church seemed to believe in a mixed 
membership of believers and unbelievers, gnostics and 
agnostics, good and bad. He had respect for the character 
of the faithful, but he would not refuse the Balaamites 
the privilege of believing and acting as they pleased. 

And the warning to the Christians of Pergamos shows 
that conformity to the world was a weakness of theirs: 
“But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast 
there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught 
Balak to cast a stumblingblock before the children of 
Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit 
fornication” (v. 14). The term fornication here denotes 
idolatry, with special reference to disloyalty to God. In 
the case of the Christians at Pergamos it may have been 
emperor worship; today we have a multiplicity of inter- 
ests that would draw us away from God. 

The message from Jesus then adds: “So hast thou also 
them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which 
thing I hate” (v. 15). Pergamos was the paradise of the 
Nicolaitanes, who believed the church should be married 
to the world. In the beginning God divided the light from 
the darkness, and He has been in this dividing business 
ever since. And He will continue it until finally there is 
only one world, and that a world of glorious radiant 
light. The Church of God is a called-out, separate, conse- 
crated people, “in the world but not of it,” and when we 
try to drag down the church to the level of the world, 
instead of lifting the world to the level of the church, we 
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are doing the work of the adversary rather than of God. 

Verses 16, 17 feature the divine command for repent- 
ance, Which really means reformation: “Repent; or else 
I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them 
with the sword of my mouth. He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” Then a 
gracious promise is made to the overcomers: “To him 
that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, 
and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new 
name written, which no man knoweth saving he that 
receiveth it” (v. 17). If today we eat of the manna which 
is hidden to the world because they refuse to seek for it 
in the way the Lord directs, in that coming Day He will 
give us to eat of the new store—immortality, the knowl- 
edge of those things which are now away beyond our 
comprehension. All such shall be presented with the 
“white stone,” bearing a new name, the mark of accom- 
plishment, the mark of acceptance, the mark of a right- 
eousness that will assure its holder of everything beyond. 


The Message to the Church at Thyatira 


John was commanded: “And unto the angel of the church 
in Thyatira write; these things saith the Son of God,... 
{ know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and 
thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than 
the first” (vs. 18, 19). The Christian life must be onward 
and upward. It is not enough that he maintain his posi- 
tion, he must advance. So there is great praise in the 
words your latter works exceed the first. In hours of 
strain men are likely to go backward or to go forward 
with equal energy. Stress and strain had led the Chris- 
tians of Thyatira not to retreat but to go forward. It is 
a rich experience to meet a man after a few years’ 
absence, and to find that his touch upon the spiritual life 
is surer, his understanding deeper, his actions finer, and 
his hope and trust in God more complete. 

But the members of the church at Thyatira must add 
watchfulness: “Notwithstanding I have a few things 
against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, 
which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce 
my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things 
sacrificed unto idols” (v. 20). 

The church at Thyatira seems to have been ruled and 
ruined by a woman who answered to the description of 
the infamous Jezebel, who called herself a prophetess, 
teaching and practicing the most abominable things. Now 
woman is usually an angel of light, or a demon of dark- 
ness. She is nearly always aggressively good or bad. A 
good woman in the church is an angel of loving ministry; 
her svmpathy, her prayers, her testimony, her character, 
her patient persistence, her purity, are powers for God. 
But a proud, worldly, pleasure-seeking woman who wears 
her religion as she does her clothing, for show, can do an 
immense amount of harm. Thank God for the Phebes 
who are the true servants of the church. 

And as in the First Century there were those who 
acting in the capacity of Jezebel, the immoral and idola- 
trous queen, who would teach and seduce God’s servants 
to commit acts which God forbids; so today those who 
would lead us astray make s good appearance, and unless 
watchful we can be taken by the fair speeches of the evil 
woman of the flesh. 

The admonition addressed to the church at Thyatira, 
reveals that they were an ecclesia whose record was good 
but it was not good enough. After recounting in verse 19 
an imposing list of virtues, seemingly enough to assure 


salvation to anyone, the Voice solemnly warns, ‘“Notwith- 
standing I have a few things against thee... .”’ Let no one 
be misled by that phrase, ‘a few things.” In modern 
translations of this 20th verse the idea of ‘‘few” is absent: 
“T have this against you”; and the Concordant Version 
renders it, ‘But I have much against you.” Their trans- 
eression was not trivial but a serious matter. In fact, no 
transgression is trivial; one unrepented and unforsaken 
sin will nullify any number of virtues; as has been said 
in connection with James 3: 11, 12, “One little sin makes 
the fresh water all salt.” This is what perfection of 
character means, and the only way to have our sins 
covered is to cease from them (Prov. 28: 13). The Bible 
from beginning to end, tells but one story concerning the 
way of salvation, and this is the story. 

There is evidence that in ancient Thyatira there was a 
great amalgamation of races, with a resulting amalgam- 
ation of religions. Naturally it placed this church in a 
position of great danger, for the tendency is strong to 
go with the crowd; and it seems that “that woman 
Jezebel”—-Babylon the great, or confusion (Rev. 17: 1— 
5)—had secured a foothold in its organization. The pres- 
ent world, with its laxity and easy tolerance, is con- 
stantly inviting us to compromise and collaborate, to for- 
get that we are called to be “a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works” (Titus 2: 1). Hence the timely warning in 
the verses which follow: 

“And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and 
she repented not. Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and 
them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 
except they repent of their deeds.” The fact that they are 
to be cast into great tribulation is proof that they were 
guilty of great transgression. “And I will kill her children 
with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he 
which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give 
unto every one of you according to your works. But unto 
you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have 
not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of 
Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other 
burden” (vs. 21—24). 

Then after describing in this way the punishments 
awaiting both the deceiver and the deceived, the Voice 
continues, “But that which ye have already, hold fast 
till I come.”” But does the fulfillment of this injunction 
promise salvation? Not at all. Your works, and charity, 
and service, and faith, and patience—these are all good 
things as far as they go, and hold them fast, never let 
them slip for an instant. Hold fast, and add daily, hourly, 
to what you have. Avoid, at all costs, a backward step, 
for lost ground is hard to reclaim at this late hour. All 
these enumerated virtues, even held fast to the end, will 
not cover the outstanding offense; commendable as they 
are, they do not represent perfection, but only steps in the 
right direction. “You are doing more than you did at 
first,’ Moffatt renders the last sentence of verse 19. Still 
it was not enough. 

The Eternal is hard to satisfy, some may complain. 
Frankly, He is. He has every right to be particular, for 
“the house which is to be built for the Eternal must be 
incomparably magnificent, far-famed, and_ glorious 


throughout all lands” (I Chron. 22: 5, Moffatt). With 
such a great work in hand, with infinite time and infinite 
reserves of human material at His disposal, He very 
justly insists on having the best. The others, those who 
choose not to serve Him, are given the blessings of this 
life, followed by an eternity of peaceful, dreamless slum- 





6 MEGIDDO 





MESSAGE 





ber. “Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy 
throne; mercy and truth shall go before thy face,” said 
the Psalmist (Ps. 89: 14). 

There is a vast amount of historical matter in the Bible, 
some of which seems to have little meaning for us whose 
problems are so very different. Yet when approached 
in the light of the Apostle’s dictum in Romans 15: 4, 
“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning; that we through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope,” we find 
little from which we may not draw valuable lessons. The 
same is true of many prophetic oracles and pastoral 
epistles which may appear to have only a local signifi- 
cance. All these things, while applicable to a degree to the 
people of their time, ‘‘are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come” (I Cor. 10: 
11). 

The very wording of Rev. 2: 25 shows plainly that it 
was spoken for us more than for them—‘hold fast till I 
come.” This projects the message nearly 1,900 years into 
the future, from the time of writing, down to the era just 
before the Lord’s second advent. The church of Thyatira 
would be disintegrated long before that day; ahead of 
it loomed the blackness of the Apostasy. 


The Message for Us 


The lessons are for us, because we need them more. In 
their day the Word was confirmed by miracles and gifts 
of the Holy Spirit; there was an unbroken connection 
from the first dealings of God with men on this planet. 
We are far removed in point of time from the headwaters 
of Truth, walking by naked faith in the Word alone 
which for 1,260 years lay crushed to earth, the precious 
link with the past broken. For nearly 1,900 years there 
has been neither vision, nor revelation, nor miracle, nor 
visible angelic form. We have the Word only and the 
confirming evidence of fulfilled prophecy—and we need 
it all. 

When we have held “fast,” and added courage to faith, 
and knowledge to courage, and temperance to knowledge 
(11 Peter 1: 5—7), and so on to perfection, what then? 
Ah! “He that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto 
the end, to him will I give power over the nations.” The 
nations need a strong power over them. They have gone 
on in their own lawless way until the world stands face 
to face with utter ruin. Now the time comes for this to 
end, for human rule to pack up and vacate. The edict will 
be resented, and the majority will resist to the death 
(Zech. 13: 8), but puny man cannot stay the march of 
divine progress. Science has already made it one world by 
annihilating distances; but now there is to be but one 
Government. “The Lord shall be king over all the earth; 
in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one” 
(Zech. 14: 9). The “international situation” with its train 
of miseries will thus be abolished at a stroke, and, for 
the first time since Creation, world-wide peace will come 
to earth and international goodwill to men. 

This great King is not an individual but a multitudinous 
Ruler. “The body is not one member, but many’—Christ 
the Head, and the Church the body. There will be a Head, 
of course, but all who overcome and keep His works, 
every one of them, unto the end, till He comes, will be 
co-rulers, joint-heirs with Christ. “To him that over- 
cometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as 
I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in 
his throne” (Rev. 3: 21). 





Of all things this world can give, nothing is more 
alluring than power. The inherent desire for importance 
drives man to seek power over his fellows by fair means 
and foul. Almost invariably the will to power is abused; 
but rightly understood and controlled it is a legitimate 
urge. Do we aspire to power? Would we be a part of that 
divine super-government which will right all of earth’s 
ancient wrongs? The dazzling promise is held before our 
‘res—power that is certain and satisfying and eternal; 
but only the overcomers, those who have learned to rule 
themselves, are to be trusted with it. 

(Cont. Next Issue) 





Useful cAccording To God’s Will 


Let me not die before I’ve done for Thee 

My earthly work, whatever it may be; 

Call me not hence with mission unfulfilled; 
Let me not leave my space of ground untilled; 
Impress this truth upon me, that not one 

Can do my portion that I leave undone. 


Then give me strength all faithfully to toil, 
Converting barren earth to fruitful soil. 

I long to be an instrument of Thine 

For gathering worshipers into Thy shrine: 
To be the means one human soul to save 
From the dark terrors of a hopeless grave. 


Yet most I want a spirit of content 

To work where’er Thou’lt wish my labor spent, 
Whether at home or in a stranger’s clime, 

In days of joy or sorrow’s sterner time; 

I want a spirit passive to be still, 

And by Thy power to do Thy holy will. 


And when the prayer unto my lips doth rise, 
“Before a new home doth my soul surprise, 

Let me accomplish some great work for Thee,” 
Subdue it, Lord; Let my petition be, 

“OQ make me useful in this world of Thine, 

In ways according to Thy will, not mine.” 

Good cheer is contagious. It is an outward expression 
of an inward faith that “to those who love God, who 
are called according to his plan, everything that happens 
fits into a pattern for good.” 

The man who radiates good cheer, who makes life 
happier wherever he meets it, is always a man of vision 
and of faith. He sees the blossoming flower in the tiny 
seed, the silver lining to every cloud, and a beautiful 
tomorrow in the darkest today. 

Good cheer is something more than faith in the future, 
it is gratitude for the past and joy in the present. Life 
for all of us has its hardships and disappointments. It is 
out of such stuff as this that human character is made. 
But after all this world is a pretty good place and we 
at least owe each other the courtesy of a smiling face 
and the inspiration of a cheery word. 

To go about our work with pleasure, to greet others 
with a word of encouragement, to be happy in the pres- 


ent and confident of the future, this is to have achieved 
some measure of success in living. 










A Dramatic Study of the Lives of Six Bible Characters 
as once presented in the Megiddo Mission Church, 

Its Lesson is the glory of God’s Second Chance. 

From unpromising and even hopeless beginnings, men 
have risen and may yet rise to the heights of character and 
achievement, by the power of faith and the help of the 
Eternal. 

“Better is the end of a thing than the beginning there- 
of.” Eccl. 7: 8. 


SYNOPSIS 


Three of the six characters have been herein reviewed briefly 
Joshua, Solomon, and Joseph, the husband of Mary, Jesus’ mother. 

Joshua used his opportunities to emerge from Egyptian bondage with 
his fellow-countrymen, to leader of his people into the Promised Land. 

Solomon abused his opportunities, so abundantly showered upon him, 
and waxed and waned, degenerating finally to “an old and foolish king” 
estranged from his God to whom he owed his exceeding wisdom, fame, 
and wealth, 

Joseph—espoused to a virgin, found and grasped his singular oppor- 
tunities, and being the man that he was, made the most of them. His 
it was to shepherd and tend the childhood of the Son of God, and shall 
one day claim the lad of his tender care, as his King and Shepherd 
through the elysian pastures of Eternity. 


Character Four Peter 


Part I—The Big Fisherman 


Perhaps no life recorded in Holy Writ contains more 
contrasts than that of SIMON PETER. Here is a man we can 
all understand and love and forgive, because he is so like 
ourselves. He was a strange bundle of contradictions: 
earthly, boastful, impetuous, talkative, cowardly, violent 
—yet the other side of the coin was pure gold. 

One might wonder why Jesus should choose for His 
disciple such a mixture of good and evil. It was because 
He could look past the evil and see the good—the warm- 
hearted loyalty, the fervid zeal, the leadership, the possi- 
bilities of a rock-hard courage, which should mark this 
rough-hewn character, once he was truly converted, as 
one of earth’s truly great men. 

Outspoken, impetuous, vigorous PETER, we feel we know 
because we know what he thought. He said it out loud. 
Thought and desire meant action to him, and sometimes 
trouble. Energy and determination are good in a good 
cause, and how much better used in the best cause of all, 
building a character worthy of being perpetuated through 
eternity. This lesson came hard for PETER and it is not any 
easier today. 

We first see him at his lowly trade, SIMON BAR-JONA, as 
yet not even Petros, a stone. 


SPEAKERS: 
PETER 
ANDREW 


A marine backdrop, with a beach. SIMON PETER, bare- 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED — 


headed and roughly dressed, sits on a log, mending a net. 


PETER: [impatiently] Now where’s that brother of 
mine, I’d like to know. [works on a moment] Never 
around when there’s work to do... . Him and his proph- 
ets! 

[After a moment ANDREW enters] 

Well, Andrew, it’s about time! What’s the idea of 
running away and leaving me all the work to do? If that’s 
the kind of partner you are, I might as well be your hired 
help—although I’d never bring myself to work for you. 
If it was the first time, I wouldn’t say anything, but it 
isn’t amusing any more. Is that your idea of— 

ANDREW: [gently] Now, brother, be calm. [sits down 
and takes wp net] 

PETER: Be calm? Don’t you know we’ve got to fish 
tonight? Don’t you know we got nothing last night? Or 
maybe you don’t care whether we eat or not. 

ANDREW: [soothingly] We'll fish tonight. We’ll have 
this mending done before supper time. You know I 
washed the nets before I went away, so you didn’t have 
that to do. Didn’t I, now? 

PETER: Look at that hole! I don’t know what things 
are coming to—this lake’s getting so full of snags a man 
can’t earn a living any more. 

ANDREW: Simon, that particular snag has been there 
for years, and you know it. You remember I warned you 
we were getting close, but you wouldn’t listen. 

PETER: Don’t remember any such thing. And look at 
that one! That’s where all the fish went. Might as well 
fish with a barrel hoop, or your bare hands. It doesn’t 
bother you any, you and your big ideas about the next 
world. 

ANDREW: Now, brother, you know I’m just as sorry as 
you are; it’s my living no less than yours! But why lose 
your temper over it? It’s just fishermen’s luck—bad last 
night, but maybe good tonight. 

PETER: Well, if you’d stay home once in a while instead 
of gadding all over the country after that John the 
Baptist, we might get something done. 

ANDREW: I go to hear John days. I’m always here 
when it’s time to fish. 

PETER: Yes, you’re here, and half dead for sleep. I tell 
you, Andrew. 

ANDREW: Simon, there is something more important 
than these daily tasks. Think of life’s spiritual values— 
the condition of your soul. 

PETER: [scoffing] Spiritual values! Will spiritual 
values fill your stomach or put clothes on your back? Will 
spiritual values mend these nets or buy a new boat when 
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the old one is worn out, or send your children to school? 
What has this Prophet got that will make me a better 
fishe man? 

ANDREW: What He has will certainly make you a 
better man. 

PETER: How do J know that? 

ANDREW: Come and see. 

PETER: Why should 1? I’m as good a Jew as you are 
right now. . . But seriously, I’m afraid you’ll get in 
trouble if you keep this up. 

ANDREW: What do vou mean? 

PETER: The government doesn’t like these agitators, and 
you could get put out of the synagogue if you hang around 
in that kind of company. 

ANDREW: If I do, I’ll have plenty of company. You 
should see the crowds— 

PETER: Yes, | know. That’s what makes it dangerous. 
Annas hasn’t approved him, and Annas is the law in 
this country. 

ANDREW: [scornfully] Annas! Huh! 

PETER: All right, maybe you think you’re bigger than 
he is. Let me tell you he could make it pretty miserable 
for us both. You’d better learn which side your bread’s 
buttered on. I’d be afraid to talk like that about the high 
priest— I really would! 


The longest lesson in the Book on character building is 
the one on self-control. It needs to be because self-control 
is so hard to learn. PETER learned it the hardest way, 
taking every knock and failure manfully, but never 
quitting. The Eternal loved PETER and used him when he 
became worthy of trust and use. His healing of the lame 
man in the temple holds out to us one of the finest prom- 
ises inthe Bible, that of trust and usefulness when we 
have humbled ourselves, learned of God, and built a char- 
acter worthy of trust. 


Part I]—Changed 


The Beautiful Gate of the Temple. A back curtain and 
2 white columns. PETER and JOHN and the LAME MAN (now 
healed) are on the stage. PETER is preaching to an offstage 
crowd. 

SPEAKERS: 

PETER 

JOHN 

LAME MAN 

TWo PRIESTS 


PETER: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or 
why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or 
piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham and 
of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his 
servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the 
presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 
But vou denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked 
for a murderer to be granted to you, and killed the Author 
of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses. And his name, by faith in his name, has made 
this man strong whom you see and know; and the faith 
which is through Jesus has given the man this perfect 
health in the presence of you all. 

“And now, brethren, I know that you acted in igno- 
rance, as did also your rulers. But what God foretold by 
the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ should 
suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn again, 
that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing 


may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he 
may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom 
heaven must receive until the time for establishing all 
that God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from 
of old. Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a 
prophet from your brethren as he raised me up. You shall 
listen to him in whatever he tells you. And it shall be 
that every soul that does not listen to that prophet shall 
be destroyed from the people.’ And all the prophets who 
have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after- 
wards, also proclaimed these days. You are the sons of the 
prophets and of the covenant which God gave to your 
fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your posterity shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed.’ God, having 
raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you 
in turning every one of you from your wickedness.” 

[two PRIESTS appear] 

PRIEST NO. 1: See here, Galilean, what’s going on here? 
What right have you to speak to the people? 

PETER: The same right you have, sir! By God’s com- 
mand this temple is a house of prayer for all people. 
Search the Scriptures—you will find it written in the 
book of Isaiah. 

LAME MAN: [pushing forward] Look at me, if you 
want to know what these men can do. You know me. One 
minute ago I took the first step I ever took in my life. 
I’m healed! 

PRIEST NO. 2: By what authority, or by what power, 
or what name, have you done this? 

PETER: Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being 
examined t' lay concerning a good deed done to a cripple, 
by what zans this man has been healed, be it known to 
you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, by him this man is standing before 
you well, This is the stone which was rejected by you 
builders, but which has become the head of the corner. 
And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved. 

PRIEST NO. 1: [after conferring[ This must go no 
further, Galileans. You are not qualified to preach, and 
that which you preach is heresy and blasphemy. In the 
name of the Jewish nation, we command you that you 
speak no more of these things, or teach in the name of 
this Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified by Pilate as a 
deceiver and a blasphemer. 

JOHN: And whom God raised from the dead, as you all 
know! 

PRIEST NO. 2: If you do not obey, you will be severely 
punished. 

PETER: [boldly] Whether it is right in the sight of God 
to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; for 
we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard. 

JOHN: We ought to obey God rather than man— 

PETER: And this we shall certainly do. 


. . + . 


Although SIMON PETER had risen, by sheer force of char- 
acter and ability, to the inner cirele of intimacy with the 
Master, he still had to learn his lessons the hard way, even 
as you and I. His loud boast, “I am ready to go with thee, 
both into prison, and to death,” was sincere enough, for 
sincerity was one of his chief virtues. But when tested, he 
dissolved into quicksand. In a matter of hours, he was 
profanely shouting, “I tell you, I know not the man!” 
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Yet from this humiliating failure, this moral disaster, 
PETER rose to fight better. The experience taught him to 
distrust his own strength and to add the courage which he 
lacked by nature. 

“Let no one till his death 

Be called unhappy. Measure not the work 

Until the day’s out and the labor done.” 

To their everlasting credit, it is not recorded that the 
Ten ever reminded him of his failure. Such was not the 
spirit of the Christ they had followed. He had been pun- 
ished enough by his own conscience. To have been hard and 
unforgiving, to have refused a helping hand in this crisis, 
would have been a darker sin than PETER’S denial. Sins of 
the spirit can be more obnoxious than sins of the flesh, 
which are too often committed under swift and strong 
temptation. 

No man ever needed more desperately a second chance, 
and no man ever more richly repaid it. From Pentecost 
onward, with one recorded lapse, it was PETER’S voice 
which led in denouncing the sin of the mob which had 
crucified his Lord, and in preaching the gospel of repent- 
ance. 

(Next Issue: Stephen) 





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(Continued from page 11) 


“Although the Bible is not clear as to what has become of 
Elijah after he was taken into heaven; it would be rather 
difficult to believe that he is still mortal. 

“It would not just seem right for Elijah to hold such a high 
position, be in heaven for thousands of years, and come back 
to be judged and rewarded with the rest of the earthly people.” 


We can not see how Elijah could already have received 
his reward, and still fit in with the divine plan of the 
resurrection and judgment by Christ at His second 
coming. 

Elijah, after performing so many miracles, and filling 
such an important position as the forerunner of Jesus, 
could well be assured of acceptance, as was Paul (II Tim. 
4: 7,8), but he will have to receive his full reward at the 
hand of the Judge—-according to his works (Rev. 22: 12), 
which is not determined until the Judgment. It was thus 
when Jesus appeared in the presence of His Father to be 
judged, though He had many assurances of acceptance 
while still on earth, only the Father could determine the 
extent of the glory to accompany His reward of immor- 
tality. 

First Timothy 6: 15, 16 and I Cor. 15: 20 are evidence 
that only Christ of the human race has immortality. The 
latter reads: “But now is Christ risen from the dead, 
and become the firstfruits of them that slept.” This 
position could be challenged on the grounds that Christ 
was the firstfruits of them that slept, and Enoch and 
Elijah have not slept, they have always lived. Verse 23 
seems more specific: “But every man in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s 
at his coming.” This statement seems to leave no place 
for exceptions. Christ the firstfruits in one category, 
every other in another class. 

We can see no incongruity in the possibility of Elijah 
still being mortal after so many centuries have passed 
over his head. Methuselah lived to be 969 years of age 
as a mortal. Could not God’s power add another two 
thousand years without stretching to the breaking point? 


And, beside, we would have no proof that Elijah is living 
among immortals, or in an area of God’s finished handi- 
work. Planets in the probationary stage, the same as our 
earth is at present, must be a common condition else- 
where in the universe. The prophet Amos speaks of 
“stories in the heavens.” 

Almighty God could have planets in all stages of pro- 
bation, some for advance training for these mortals whom 
He choses to do special work at His good pleasure. 

Mark, speaking of Christ’s coming says: 13: 26, 27; 
“And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds with great power and glory. And then shall he 
send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from 
the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to 
the uttermost part of heaven.” 

Could it not be that Enoch and Elijah represent those 
to be gathered from “the uttermost part of heaven”? 





OBITUARY 
Henry Niemeyer 


Funeral services for Henry Niemeyer of Utica, N. Y. 
were conducted at the Funeral Home of Quinn, Ryan and 
Nunn, on Feb. 17, 1961, Brother K. E. Flowerday offici- 
ating. 

Brother Niemeyer and his two daughters have been 
actively interested readei's of Megiddo Mission literature 
for many years, the wife and mother of the family (also 
interested) having deceased in 1934. Through the years 
this Brother had paid several visits to Megiddo Mission 
Church before failing health and declining years caused 
him to be very nearly home bound. 

Brother Niemeyer is survived by one son, Yelle, and 
two daughters Martha J., and Meta M., with whom he 
made his home and who writes of the painful silence and 
the void occasioned by the bereavement. 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to those who mourn, 
and look beyond the shadows to that future Day when on 
this earth “there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away” (Rev. 21: 4). 

Interment for the deceased was at Whitesboro, New 
York. 





Influence 


When Leonardo da Vinci was working on his painting 
of The Last Supper, he became angry with a certain man. 
Losing his temper he lashed the other fellow with bitter 
words and threats. Returning to his canvas he attempted 
to work on the face of Jesus, but was unable to do so. 
He was so upset he could not compose himself for the 
painstaking work. Finally he put down his tools and 
sought out the man and asked his forgiveness. He re- 


turned to his workshop and finished painting the face of 
Jesus. 





“T can forgive, but cannot forget,” is only another way of 
saying, “I will not forgive.’—Forgiveness ought to be like a 
cancelled note—-torn in two, and burned up, so that it never can 
be shown against one. 


Life that ever needs forgiveness has for its first duty to forgive. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing” (II Thess. 
3:13 ). 


The fact that we are urged by the Apostle not to be 
weary in welldoing, shows that we are required to do 
well. It also throws considerable light on the nature of 
humankind, to think that any who have such a high call- 
ing as true Christians should ever need urging to do well! 
Yet it is a fact that some will grow weary in welldoing; 
hence this timely warning is in order. 

If we have any interest in the difference between these 
two conditions and their effects upon us, we must rec- 
ognize them and the contributing causes. The Bible lists 
many reasons why there is a tendency to grow weary in 
welldoing: pride, procrastination, covetousness, cares of 
this life, deceitfulness of riches, trials, impatience, anger, 
jealousy, and the lust of life. The sheer pleasure of living 
from day to day is an exciting and time-consuming ac- 
tivity for many people. If we take the trouble to look 
about us we can readily discover people whose chief con- 
cern and activity is one or more of these things. 

Of what does welldoing consist? Jesus tells us that it 
means to love the Lord our God with all our heart, all our 
soul, and with all our mind; and to love our neighbor as 
ourself (Matt. 22: 37—39). Paul tells us it consists of 
being made over into new creatures, armed with the mind 
of Christ (Eph. 4: 22—24). He also says it consists of 
killing out the old man which is in our own nature, and 
replacing it with that which is clean and pure and god- 
like. But no matter how we define welldoing, a little prac- 
tice will soon reveal to us that it is a work. Indeed, we 
read in Eph. 2: 10 this very thing: “For we are his work- 
manship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

In the spiritual as in the physical, work is wearying; 
at least it is wearying to the “old man” until he has 
been made over completely into a new creature. One 
thing necessary to keep from growing weary in well- 
doing is endurance. The apostle James tells us (1: 2— 
Moffatt), “Greet it as pure joy, my brothers, when you 
encounter any sort of trial, sure that the sterling temper 
of your faith produces endurance; only let your endur- 
ance be a finished product, so that you may be finished 
and complete, with never a defect.” Only spiritual endur- 
ance will carry us through to the end of our work a fin- 
ished product. 

In explaining the Parable of the Sower in Mark 4: 16, 
17, Jesus says, “And these are they likewise which are 
sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the 
word, immediately receive it with gladness; and have no 
root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: after- 
ward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word’s 
sake, immediately they are offended.” Yes, if pride, cov- 
etousness, or pleasures and riches of this world are keep- 
ing our hearts stony, the Word cannot take root and we 
will endure but for a time. The reward then is not for us. 
James tells us (1: 12), “Blessed is the man that endureth 


temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that 
love him.” 

Do we endure without complaining the cares and petty 
inconveniences that may crowd in upon us from day to 
day? Do we endure without looking back the trials that 
buffet us and at times seem almost more than we can 
bear? Do we endure with patience life’s reverses without 
losing sight of the prize? Do we endure with fortitude 
the evil speeches of the world, knowing the time is short? 
Do we endure without repining the loss of pleasures 
we once held so dear, knowing the prize is sure? If so, 
we are enduring without growing weary, and we may 
know that we are marching on toward the prize that shall 
be given when our Saviour returns with the crowning 
reward of eternal life which shall be given to them that 
love Him. “For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments: and his commandments are not griev- 
ous” (I John 5: 3). 

It is easy to deceive ourselves and believe that we are 
doing well, when really we are failing miserably. Paul 
tells us in Gal. 6: 7, 8, “Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh 
reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall 
of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” Sowing to the flesh 
is not always doing those things of deepest worldly dye; 
but as the great teacher of the latter day has often told 
us, We can easily sow to the flesh while sitting in our easy 
chair with folded hands, allowing our mind to wander 
in paths that are not edifying. 

When we feel that living according to God’s righteous 
commandments is becoming a burden to us, then we are 
certainly growing weary in welldoing. Jeremiah tells us 
(23: 33) that when anyone speaks of the burden of the 
Lord, we shall then say, “‘What burden?” He further says 
(v. 40) that if we refer to our work as the burden of the 
Lord, He will forsake us and will bring an everlasting 
reproach upon us, and a perpetual shame which shall not 
be forgotten. In the 11th chapter of Hebrews we read of 
some of the pilgrims of the six thousand years who 
pushed on without growing weary in welldoing. Of them 
it is said in verse 16, “But now they desire a better coun- 
try, that is, a heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a 
city.” Yes, they all had a goal—that heavenly City. They 
had faith, and pushed on without growing weary in well- 
doing. The 15th verse tells us that they might have had 
opportunity to return from whence they came, but in- 
stead they forged right ahead. li we, too, push on without 
becoming weary in welldoing, we shall reap the reward 
and meet those of like precious faith when Christ comes 
to give to every man according as his work shall be. 

As Christians looking for our Lord’s returning, we 
must be exercised about the things that make us weary. 
Do we recognize them? Do we fear them? Are we anxious 
to put them far away? Apparently Demas did not main- 
tain his zeal and steadfastness, for he loved this present 
world and grew weary in welldoing. Phygellus and Her- 
mogenes were among those who grew weary and turned 
away from the great Apostle when all Asia forsook him. 

As Jesus did always only those things which pleased 
the Father, so also must we put away the things of the 
flesh and do only those things which please the Eternal 
Father, that we do not grow weary in welldoing and may 
reap in due season, 








Questions and Answers 


“In your interesting and informative little Booklet, ‘The 
Coming of Jesus and Elijah and the Great Battle of Arma- 
geddon, on page 4 you say that two angels in white apparel 
appeared to the disciples after Jesus had left them, and said 
to them, “Ye men of Galilee why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven?” etc. and the reference you give is Acts 1: 10—11. 
Will you please read this reference again. It says “two men 
stood by them in white apparel” Two men not angels. 

“Don't you think it quite possible that these two men could 
have been the same ‘two men’ that His followers found at 
the empty tomb very early on the resurrection morning? Luke 
24: 4. 

“Perhaps we have a clue as to who these ‘two men’ were in 
Luke 9: 30, also Mark 9:4, and Matthew 17:3, Revelation 
11: 3—7. 

“The Book makes quite a distinction between men and 
angels,” 


The suggestion that the two men “in white apparel” 
which spoke to the disciples as Jesus ascended were 
mortal men rather than angels from the high courts of 
heaven, seems unrealistic. However, for many years there 
has been a school of thought that has held that position. 
Adaim Clarke, in his Commentary published in 1826, (and 
still considered a standard reference), in his comment on 
Acts 1: 10, criticizes a position held by some at that time, 
that the two men were not angels, as follows. Commenting 
on the words “he was taken up,” he says: “The circum- 
stances are very remarkable, and should be carefully 
noted. They render insupportable the theory that states 
‘That our Lord did not ascend to heaven; that his being 
taken up, signifies his going into some mountain, the top 
of which was covered with clouds, or thick vapours; and 
that the two men in white garments were two priests or 
Levites, who simply informed the disciples of his revisit- 
ing them again at some future time.’ One would suppose 
that an opinion of this kind could hardly ever obtain 
credit among people professing Christianity; and yet it is 
espoused by some men of considerable learning and inge- 
nuity. But the mere letter of the text will be ever sufficient 
for its total confutation. He that believes the text cannot 
receive such a miserable comment.” 

Then in his comment on the words “two men stood by 
them,” Clarke states: ‘‘Doubtless angels in human shape.” 
And on “in white apparel,” he comments, ““As emblematic 
of their purity, happiness, and glory.” Angels always 
appeared in human form. The angels that appeared to 
Abraham were “men” (Gen. 18: 2); the angel that 
appeared to Manoah and his wife appeared as a “man” 
(Judges 13: 6, 8, 9, 10). The “man Gabriel” appeared to 
Daniel, (Dan. 9: 21). The two young men seen sitting 
in the empty tomb after Jesus’ resurrection were angels 
(Mark 16: 5; John 20: 12). 

A late work, The Interpreter’s Bible, gives the same 
explanation of the “two men in white apparel,” “white 
robes,” RSV, as Clarke. The comment on verses 10 and 11 
is: ‘In the message of the men in white robes, the garb of 
angels (Mark 16:5), the belief in Christ’s personal 
return, which is one of the central tenets of the earliest 
creed, is set in the very forefront of Acts.” 

In this citation is also the opinion (as we have already 
given) that the two men in shining garments seen in the 
tomb after Jesus’ resurrection, were angels, a point which 
our correspondent questions. 


March 4, 1961 


The two witnesses of Revelation 11 could not have been 
the same two men, as the “beast” out of the “bottomless 
pit’ was to “kill them.” Angels cannot die (Luke 20: 36), 
hence could not be killed. 

Our questioner also suggests that the two men which 
appeared at the transfiguration, may have been the same 
two men. This assumption is inaccurate, for the account 
identifies them as Moses and Elias. However, Moses and 
Elias were not actually there. That transaction was a 
“vision.” Matthew 17: 6—9 reads: ‘And when the dis- 
ciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore 
afraid. And Jesus came and touched them, and said, 
Arise, and be not afraid. And when they had lifted up 
their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. And as 
they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, 
saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be 
risen again from the dead.” That phenomenon was a 
vision, not a literal transaction. 





“Are there any known churches, that do teach pure doctrine 
—I don't know of any except your own?” 


The apostle Paul states a fact to influence our minds 
on the matter of doctrine. He states: Eph. 4: 5 “One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism. One God and Father of all.” That 
eliminates the other over-a-thousand sects extant in the 
land. As to who is the “one faith,” the same Apostle gives 
the rule “prove all things, hold fast that which is good.” 
He teaches also the principle of being “built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone.” Any church that is 
built in any part on tradition or any doctrine not backed 
by divine proof cannot qualify. James says “pure reli- 
gion” is to keep “unspotted from the world.” One spot of 
worldliness in doctrine or practice disqualifies any church 
from the claim of “pure religion.” The Megiddo Mission 
Church claims Scriptural proof for doctrine and practice. 


“As the world cannot be converted until Christ comes, 
aren't we trying to do just that when we witness and get peo- 
ple to leave their churches and turn to pure doctrine? Did the 
power to witness leave the world with the Holy Ghost?” 


Anyone familiar with the teachings of the Bible knows 
the world cannot be converted this side of the second 
coming of Christ. When He comes “darkness” will be 
covering the earth, and ‘‘gross darkness the people” (Isa. 
60: 1, 2). The world will be as it was in the days of Noah 
and as in the days of Lot (Matt. 24: 37—39). But “wit- 
nessing”’ can be engaged in at a much lower level of hope 
than the conversion of the entire world. Even during 
the Apostolic Age the conversion of the then-known world 
was not the goal, and certainly it was not the accomplish- 
ment. Paul’s hope at best, was that he might “save some” 
(Rom. 11: 14; I Cor. 9: 22). 

But awareness that we cannot convert the world does 
not prohibit our witnessing for God. We do not work 
under the commission Jesus gave to His apostles at His 
ascension, yet, we have a commission to witness: “And 
the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely” 
(Rev. 22: 17). Anyone who hopes to be a part of the 
“bride” the “Lamh’s wife,” has a duty to say “come.” 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Just Fov Today 


Just for today I will try to live through this day 
only, and not tackle my whole life problem at once. 
I can do something for twelve hours that would appall 


me if I felt that I had to keep it up for a lifetime. 


Just for today I will be happy, enjoying the bless- 


ings that are mine. 


Just for today I will adjust myself to what is, and 


not try to adjust everything to my own desires. 


Just for today I will try to strengthen my mind. 
I will study. I will learn something useful. I will not 


be a mental loafer. [will read something that requires 


effort, thought and concentration. 


Just for today I will exercise my soul by doing 
somebody a good turn. 


Just for today I will have a program. | may not 
follow it exactly; but I will have it. I will save myself 


from two pests: hurry and indecision. 


Just for today I will have a quiet half hour all by 
myself, and relax. During this half hour I will try to 
get a better perspective of my life. 


Just for today I will live for God, and, so investing 


each “today,” will earn a place in His vast for ever. 
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